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Is purely allegorical, and hence there is no reason to
doubt that the other records are equally allegorical.
Finally there is the argument supported by the
Semitic-like noses of human beings depicted upon
Mayan, Aztec and even pre-Incan sculptures and
paintings. There seems to be a general belief that
these people all had receding foreheads and enormous
hooked noses because the majority of sculptured and
painted figures show these facial"characteristics. But
we must not overlook the fact that the carvings and
paintings also show human beings with the heads of
beasts, with serpents5 heads, with impossible limbs and
digits, while the representations of well-known crea-
tures and objects are so obviously conventionalized
and exaggerated, for decorative or symbolic purposes,
that no one for a moment would consider them ac-
curate portrayals. Why then should we assume that
the human features are any more true to life? Why
should we take it for granted that the Mayas or
Aztecs had enormous hooked noses and yet scoff at
the idea that Mayan and Aztec jaguars had snakes'
heads, or discredit the "Earth-Mother" being half-
human and half-serpent when we find them so repre-
sented? Perhaps these races were notable for their
noses and foreheads, possibly such features were
peculiar to certain castes or families; or again perhaps
they had a symbolic significance, or possibly the
Aztecs and Mayas attributed such features to deities
or gods and thought it flattering to portray ordinary
mortals of -renown with divine features. These races,
as well as others, practised the artificial deformation
of heads and thus produced the receding foreheads
as shown. As this practise unquestionably had a